
Singing the future 
Hymns of hope from a climate crisis 

Aim  
This collection of hymns aims to internalise climate concerns and build hope as a prerequisite 

for climate agency. Gardner and Stern (1996) noted how religious, moral and ethical principles 

have been overlooked as potential drivers of pro-environmental behaviour and Ives et al. 

(2023) recently demonstrated how these can be increased among churchgoers by a 

specifically Christian framing of environmental messages.  

Target Audience  
18% of the UK population attend church services at least once a month (Voas and Bruce, 

2019). The 46% who described themselves as Christian are older than the wider population 

(median ages 51 and 40 respectively) and 55% are female (ONS, 2023a) and,  after accounting 

for age, differ little across other socio-demographic factors (ONS, 2023b). Although Christian 

leaders acknowledge the climate emergency and strongly advocate urgent personal and 

political action (Patriarch Bartholomew et al., 2021) there is conflicting evidence (well 

summarised by Ives et al., 2023) on whether Christians exhibit more pro-environmental 

beliefs and behaviours than others. In the author’s experience, congregations share wider 

environmental concerns but lack  response-efficacy (belief in solutions, Witte, 1994) and self-

efficacy (feeling capable of action, Bandura, 1997). 

Strategy  
The hymns are written to influence the inner worlds (beliefs, thoughts, emotions and 

identities) that Ives et al. (2020) suggest underlie the current ecological crises and require 

reformation as much as personal behaviours and societal structures. These can be likened to 

the lowest, mental model, dimension of the Iceberg Model (Goodman, 1997; Maani and 

Cavana, 2000) or deeper leverage points identified by Meadows (1999). They are also written 

to encourage individual reflective motivation (beliefs, self-identity, intention) and automatic 

motivation (emotions, feelings, drives, Michie et al., 2014) and repeated singing should 



support the transition from external to internal motivation through the stages of introjection, 

identification and integration  (Ryan and Deci, 2000).  

Collective singing also reinforces socially shared meanings (Shove et al., 2012), especially 

community norms (Schwartz, 1977). The hymns thus include strong statements of shared 

beliefs to protect against pluralistic ignorance (Perkins and Berkowitz, 1986), the inhibition of 

action by incorrect assumptions that individual beliefs are not shared by the community 

(Kenward and Brick, 2021; Lewandowsky et al., 2021).  

To make new ideas relatable (Corner et al., 2018), the hymns are written with familiar tunes, 

metre and rhyme schemes and draw on Christian imagery, stories and theology. Each is short, 

requiring a specific focus, but the collection covers the three horizons of Sharpe et al. (2016); 

concern for the present (H1), a vision of the possible (H3) and steps required to drive 

transition (H2). Through this they build constructive hope as a prerequisite for climate agency 

(Ojala, 2012; Marlon et al., 2019). 

Ethics  
Communal singing within a religious service may coerce individuals to sing words with which 

they disagree.  This is protected against by the hymns having been written by someone from 

within the faith community and requiring selection by an independent worship leader on any 

given occasion. Suggesting old, established tunes avoids issues relating to copyright or 

performance rights. 

References 
Bandura, A. (1997) Self-efficacy: the exercise of control. New York: W.H. Freeman. 

Corner, A., Shaw, C. and Clarke, J. (2018) Principles for effective communication and public 
engagement on climate change: A Handbook for IPCC authors. Oxford, UK.: Climate Outreach. 
Available at: https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2017/08/Climate-Outreach-IPCC-
communications-handbook.pdf. 

Gardner, G.T. and Stern, P.C. (1996) Environmental problems and human behavior. Boston, 
MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Goodman, M. (1997) ‘Systems Thinking, What, Why, When, Where and How?’, Systems 
Thinker, 8(2), pp. 6–7. 



Ives, C.D., Buys, C., Ogunbode, C., Palmer, M., Rose, A. and Valerio, R. (2023) ‘Activating faith: 
pro-environmental responses to a Christian text on sustainability’, Sustainability Science, 
18(2), pp. 877–890. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-022-01197-w. 

Ives, C.D., Freeth, R. and Fischer, J. (2020) ‘Inside-out sustainability: The neglect of inner 
worlds’, Ambio, 49(1), pp. 208–217. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-019-01187-
w. 

Kenward, B. and Brick, C. (2021) ‘Even conservative voters want the environment to be at the 
heart of post-COVID-19 economic reconstruction in the UK’, Journal of Social and Political 
Psychology, 9(1), pp. 321–333. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5964/jspp.6917. 

Lewandowsky, S., Facer, K. and Ecker, U.K.H. (2021) ‘Losses, hopes, and expectations for 
sustainable futures after COVID’, Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, 8(1), p. 
296. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-021-00961-0. 

Maani, K.E. and Cavana, R.Y. (2000) Systems thinking and modelling: understanding change 
and complexity. Auckland: Pearson Education. 

Marlon, J.R., Bloodhart, B., Ballew, M.T., Rolfe-Redding, J., Roser-Renouf, C., Leiserowitz, A. 
and Maibach, E. (2019) ‘How Hope and Doubt Affect Climate Change Mobilization’, Frontiers 
in Communication, 4, p. 20. Available at: https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2019.00020. 

Meadows, D. (1999) Leverage Points - Places to Intervene in a System. Hartland, VT: The 
Sustainability Institute. Available at: 
http://drbalcom.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/35173014/Leverage_Points.pdf. 

Michie, S., Atkins, L. and West, R. (2014) The behaviour change wheel: a guide to designing 
interventions. London: Silverback Publishing. 

Ojala, M. (2012) ‘Hope and climate change: the importance of hope for environmental 
engagement among young people’, Environmental Education Research, 18(5), pp. 625–642. 
Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2011.637157. 

ONS (2023a) Religion by age and sex, England and Wales: Census 2021. Available at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/articles/
religionbyageandsexenglandandwales/census2021. 

ONS (2023b) Religion by housing, health, employment, and education, England and Wales: 
Census 2021. Available at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/articles/
religionbyageandsexenglandandwales/census2021. 

Patriarch Bartholomew, Pope Francis and Archbishop Welby (2021) A joint message for the 
protection of creation. Available at: 
https://www.brierleyconsultancy.com/https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/sites/abc/f
iles/2021-09/Joint%20Statement%20on%20the%20Environment.pdf. 

Perkins, H.W. and Berkowitz, A.D. (1986) ‘Perceiving the Community Norms of Alcohol Use 
among Students: Some Research Implications for Campus Alcohol Education Programming *’, 



International Journal of the Addictions, 21(9–10), pp. 961–976. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.3109/10826088609077249. 

Ryan, R.M. and Deci, E.L. (2000) ‘Intrinsic and Extrinsic Motivations: Classic Definitions and 
New Directions’, Contemporary Educational Psychology, 25(1), pp. 54–67. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1006/ceps.1999.1020. 

Schwartz, S.H. (1977) ‘Normative influences on altruism’, in Advances in experimental social 
psychology. Elsevier, pp. 221–279. Available at: 
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0065260108603585?token=0042163A895BFA3E
8267D2DB2D4EBFF07379410A7D9D8A41500932DC3107E62DFB0560DA5A8BF7AE68D703C
1599B1865&originRegion=eu-west-1&originCreation=20230203132349. 

Sharpe, B., Hodgson, A., Leicester, G., Lyon, A. and Fazey, I. (2016) ‘Three horizons: a pathways 
practice for transformation’, Ecology and Society, 21(2), p. art47. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08388-210247. 

Shove, E., Pantzar, M. and Watson, M. (2012) The dynamics of social practice: everyday life 
and how it changes. Los Angeles: SAGE. Available at: 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ljmu/reader.action?docID=880778. 

Voas, D. and Bruce, S. (2019) ‘Religion: Identity, behaviour and belief over two decades’, in E. 
Clery, J. Curtice, J. Perry, M. Phillips, and N. Rahim (eds) British social attitudes 36. 2019 
edition. London: NatCen. 

Witte, K. (1994) ‘Fear control and danger control: A test of the extended parallel process 
model (EPPM)’, Communication Monographs, 61(2), pp. 113–134. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03637759409376328. 

 


